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Voice of North Korea
Chien-Chi Chang
June 16 — 30, 2018
Chi-Wen Gallery

Being very much of current interest, we will be presenting Chien-Chi Chang’s sound installation
Voice of DPRK: Broadcast by Ri Chun-hee (4’ 52”), which was recorded on August 17, 2011 in Pyongyang.
This recording will be complemented by video and photography from Chien-Chi’s important work
Escape from North Korea. This special exhibition Voice of North Korea will show from June 16 to 30.
The video Escape from North Korea is also part of two current group-exhibitions, ‘Towards Mysterious
Realities’ at Total Museum of Contemporary Art in Seoul, until June 24, and ‘Frontier : Reassessment of Post-Globalisational Politics’ at OCAT Institute in Beijing, until July 31.
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Voice of DPRK: Broadcast by Ri Chun-hee, August 17, 2011, Pyongyang
2011, sound installation, 4’ 52”

Statement by the Spokesman of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland
The American imperialists and belligerent, maniacal puppet regime in South Korean have ignored
our strong warnings and the condemnations of international and domestic public opinion, taking
the provocative action of launching the so-called Ulchi Freedom Guardian joint military exercises.
th

For a total of 11 days from the 16

th

to the 26 , South Korea rashly opened the current war games

across its entire territory. If only counting official statements of participating military manpower,
this includes 30,000 troops from the US including South Korean occupation forces and overseas
support, and the command authorities of each of the puppet regime’s military branches and all
forces under their flags totaling 530,000 troops.
In these war games, the American imperialists and belligerent, maniacal puppet regime deployed
military personnel from both countries that had participated in the previous Korean War, blatantly
showing their anticipation for a second Korean War that would again bring fire to ravage the
Korean peninsula. The Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland strongly
condemns this holding of the so-called Ulchi Freedom Guardian joint military exercises by the
American imperialists and belligerent, maniacal puppet regime, and further notes for all peoples
seeking peace on the Korean peninsula and internal or international communication this poses a
serious challenge. At the same time, we vigorously declare that for us this is an intolerable act of
evil provocation.
What cannot be ignored in these war games is that the US and the belligerent, maniacal puppet
regime dare engage in comprehensive attack training targeting our leadership’s special combat
troops and our nuclear bomb and missile bases as one part of these war games. That the puppet
regime is forcing reckless provocation against our great dignity goes without saying. But together
with the US it is also carrying out this large-scale exercise for a war to invade the North, and this
move arouses hatred in the hearts of our army and people against the common enemy. To us this
act is a comprehensive declaration of war.
The aggression of holding these war exercises completely strips off the mask of so-called peace
dialogues worn by the Americans and the puppet regime. Against our replies of extreme tolerance
and our labors for peace, the American imperialists and the puppet regime aggressively conduct
provocative exercises for a war of invasion. This shows that they have no thoughts for the slightest
bit of dialogue or improved relations, but rather reveals a psychology filled with belligerent
intentions. On the surface they claim they want to enter “an age of peace and cooperation” and so
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on, but do not forget these war mongering fanatics secretly ignite the fuse for a war to invade the
North, and this is the true face of these traitorous puppet politicians.
Even as the South Korean powers conduct the aforementioned invasion exercises, at the same time
they are as busy as bees convening security council meetings, strengthening military border
outposts, and carrying out civilian evacuation drills. That the mouths of these belligerent maniacs
speak of mutual trust and justice is shameless in the extreme. These war games allow us to clearly
see the true face of this war mongering puppet regime. Now the entire world very clearly
understands who is the aggressor on the Korean peninsula, and who is destroying peace and
dialogue. Those who like to play with fire will most certainly perish in flames. If the US and the
belligerent, maniacal puppets in this way hope to ignite the fire of a war of invasion, the rage so far
endured by our army and people will erupt like a volcano, wiping out the invaders in one fell swoop
and fulfilling the dream of a unified Fatherland. America and the puppet regime must stop their
foolish actions against us.
These war exercises further prove that the course we have so far chosen is the correct one, and
strengthen our resolve to hold firm. Our army and people are unified with a single heart, and they
will never tolerate the provocations and incitements of these war exercises by the US and the
puppet war mongers.
Juche 100 / August 17, 2011, Pyongyang
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‘Escape from North Korea’
2009, single-channel video, 5’ 40”

The exodus of North Korean defectors into China began in late 1990s after a severe famine that
destroyed at least one million of its 23 million people. Once they cross the border to China, they’ll
be in hiding and waiting to embark on an extremely secretive, dangerous escape route known as
Asia’s Underground Railroad from northern China all the way to Laos, crossing Mekong River, to
Thailand and finally to South Korea.
”In North Korea, crossing the border without permission is punishable by three to five years in a
prison labor camp, and conspiring with missionaries or others to reach South Korea is considered
treason, with offenders starved, tortured, and sometimes publicly executed. Human rights
organizations and various foreign leaders, particularly in the United States and the European
Union, are urging China to honor its international agreements by treating the North Koreans as
refugees, a status they're entitled to because of the punishments they face if deported. But China
maintains that the defectors are illegal "economic migrants." In the months leading up to the 2008
Olympics, Chinese authorities intensified their efforts to apprehend defectors, capturing and
deporting dozens, perhaps hundreds, a week. Yet they keep coming.
The arduous and unpredictable 5,000-kilometer plus journey which is full of obstacle course of
checkpoints, informants and treacherous terrains can take weeks, months or even years. Chinese
police routinely hunt for North Koreans attempting to escape cross-country. Police crackdowns can
net hundreds of victims. If they are caught while escaping in China and/or Laos, they will be
repatriated to North Korea, facing severe labor camps or capital punishment.
Magnum photographer Chien-Chi Chang who can not speak Korean managed to communicate with
the defectors solely via eye contact and travelled with them to document the darkest journey from
border town Tumen, China, over mountain ranges of Laos, into Thailand and eventually their
resettlement in Seoul between 2007 and 2009. To date, he has continued to document the plight of
North Korean defectors.
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About Artist
Primarily using photography as his artistic medium, Chien-Chi Chang (b.1961) explores
alienation and connection between people in contemporary society by developing long-term,
interactive relationships with the subjects. In his earlier, well-known series The Chain (1993-1999)
which was exhibited at the Taiwan Pavilion of the Venice Biennale in 2001 and the Bienal de São
Paulo in 2002, Chang creates life-sized portraits of patients at Taiwan's Long Fa Temple psychiatric
hospital.
His 2002 series I do I do I do exposes subtle societal factors that underpin marriage using a photo
album format. In his 2005 series Double Happiness, Chang uses a straight-forward format to document
the marriage brokerage process used by Vietnamese brides and Taiwanese grooms. Starting in 1992,
Chang became interested in themes related to the dispersion of individuals or families from their
homeland, and in the 20 years hence, followed the lives of illegal immigrants in New York City's
Chinatown who left China as a matter of survival. Entitled China Town and still in progress, the
series was exhibited in the artist's mid-career survey Doubleness at the National Museum of
Singapore in 2008, and at the Taiwan Pavilion of the Venice Biennale in 2009. In 2007, Chang
travelled with North Korean defectors from Northeast China to Thailand, documenting their lives
for his work Escape from North Korea, which won the Canadian AnthropoGraphia Award for Human
Rights in 2011. In recent years Chang has expanded his medium to include sound and the moving
images, which has enriched his photography-based narratives with additional, multiple elements.
Chang received his bachelor's degree from Soochow University in 1984, and his master's from
Indiana University in 1990. He began a professional career as a photojournalist in 1991, and has
worked for both the Seattle Times and the Baltimore Sun. He joined the world famous photographic
cooperative Magnum Photos in 1995 and became a full member in 2001.
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