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LOOP Virtual 2022
LOOP Fair online         
2 - 14 Nov | Preview  
15 - 27 Nov | Public access  
LOOP VIRTUAL｜https://virtual.loop-barcelona.com 

With the support of the Ministry of Culture of Taiwan. 

_______________________________________________________________________

For LOOP Fair 2022, Chi-Wen Gallery will present “Human-Cannabis I & II - Sonnet 
27 & ASA (2013-2020)” by Taiwanese artist Jawshing Arthur Liou. 
_____________________________________________________________

Human-Cannabis I & II - Sonnet 27 & ASA (2013-2020)
Jawshing Arthur Liou 

Inspired by the ancient worship of hemp in Japan, Human-Cannabis II: ASA (2020) 
is a memorial of the plant’s cultural heritage, enduring spiritual connections, and 
untold histories. The film depicts a story of a medieval hemp farmer, his relationship 
to the crop, and memories of a young girl. The first-person narration combines 
elements of poetry and fiction as one of Jawshing Liou’s first attempts to broaden 
his visual work into text-based expression. 

Liou’s interest with cannabis stemmed from a 2012 collaboration with Dr. Alex 
Straiker, a research scientist at Indiana University in the U.S. Their discussion 
centered around human brains’ ability to produce close equivalence of THC and 
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CBD, known substances from cannabis plants. These substances are responsible 
for a wide range of cognitive functions including the ability to learn and to forget. 
The result of their collaboration was a 4-channel video, Human-Cannabis I: Sonnet 
27—featuring a prehistoric encounter between human and cannabis. The images in 
the video suggest a primordial force both in nature and in our minds. It is a journey 
of someone’s memories both of a child and as a child, blurred between the lines of 
remembering and forgetting. 

As Liou turns his attention to the world’s cannabis history and culture, he discovers 
the beautiful and mysterious hemp tradition in Japan. In the Shinto coronation 
ceremony (Daijōsai), the emperor wears a hemp robe and receives an offering of 
hemp as a symbolic domain of the plant realm and silk as the animal realm. Hemp 
rope, paper, and fiber could be seen strung around Shinto temples and spiritual 
sites. Human-Cannabis II: Asa portrays hemp as a religious medium for the 
supernatural. The unsettled timeline is a metaphor for the mirrored images between 
illusion and reality, a notion of life that continues to be the main course of Liou’s 
work. 

About the Artist 

Jawshing Arthur Liou is an artist with a background in photography, digital media, film, 
and journalism. His recent projects include a pilgrimage in the sacred mountains in Tibet, 
a journey through the tsunami-ravaged coastline of Japan, and a cinematic collaboration 
with a brain scientist regarding the connection between endocannabinoids and memory. 
Liou works with lens-based materials and electronic imaging to create installations 
depicting mental and surreal spaces. Many of his videos do not contain clear narratives 
but are meditative in nature, allowing time to slow to a ruminative pace while spatial 
scales oscillate between the microcosmic and infinitely expansive. Using sources ranging 
from landscapes and oil paint to human body, much of Liou’s work is related to notions of 
impermanence, human tragedy, and spiritual sanctuary.  

Liou was born in Zhongli, Taiwan in 1968. He received a BA in Journalism at the National 
Chengchi University in Taipei, Taiwan in 1990 and worked as a video journalist before 
emigrating to the United States at the age of 25. He pursued a study in Fine Arts and 
received an MFA in Photography and Electronic Intermedia from the University of Florida, 
Gainesville in 1998. He was selected as a member of the 1997 National Graduate 
Seminar in American Photography Institution in New York. While in Florida, Liou studied 
photography with the renowned surrealist Jerry Uelsmann and Evon Streetman. During  
this time Liou's work became more personal and conceptual, and his practice expanded 
to incorporate video. Liou has been a faculty at Indiana University, Bloomington since 
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1999. He is currently the Associate Dean and Herman B. Wells Professor of Digital Art at 
the Eskenazi School of Art, Architecture + Design.  

Liou has participated in many important exhibitions, festivals and biennials, 
including: “The world began without the human race and it will end without it”, National 
Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung (TW, 2021), “House of the Singing Winds”, Sidney 
and Lois Eskenazi Museum of Art, Bloomington (US, 2020);  “Rituals of Signs and 
Metamorphosis”, Red Brick Art Museum, Beijing (CN, 2019); “Scared Spaces: The Road 
To…”, the Rubin Museum of Art, New York City (US, 2018); “State of the Art: Discovering 
American Art Now”, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Minneapolis (US, 2016); The 12th 
Sharjah Biennial, Sharjah (UAE, 2015); SeMA Biennale Mediacity, Seoul (KR, 2014); “State 
of the Art: Discovering American Art Now”, Crystal Bridges Museum, Bentonville, 
Arkansas (US, 2014); “TRUE COLORS”, the 6th Yebisu International Festival for Art & 
Alternative Visions, Metropolitan Museum of Photography, Tokyo (JP, 2014), “Sacred 
Sojourn”, Taipei Fine Arts Museum (TW, 2014), “Sonnet 27”, SiTE:LAB, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan (US, 2013).  

About Chi-Wen Gallery

Founded in 2004 by Chi-Wen Huang, Chi-Wen Gallery is one of Taiwan's 
leading galleries, showing the best of contemporary Taiwanese art with a focus 
on video and photography. The gallery is dedicated to supporting emerging 
artists with curatorial projects that explore the most cutting-edge subjects and 
has been actively participating in local and international art fairs. As such Chi-
Wen Gallery is very much connected with today's art and represents artists 
whose work continues to grow in historical importance.  

Over the last decade Chi-Wen Gallery has fostered the careers of a diverse 
group of internationally renowned artists, both emerging and established, 
whose practices transformed the way art is made and presented in Taiwan 
today. These artists include Chen Chieh-Jen, Chang Chao-Tang, Chang Li-Ren, 
Hu Ching-Chuan, Jawshing Arthur Liou, Lin Yu-Sheng, Peng Hung-Chih, Paul 
Gong, River Lin, Su Misu, Tusi Kuang-Yu, Sin Wai Kin (fka Victoria Sin), Wang 
Jun-Jieh, Yao Jui-Chung, Yuan Goang-Ming, Yu Cheng-Ta and among others.  

In 2020, Chi-Wen Gallery established Chi-Wen Productions during the global 
pandemic and released its first title God-Men: Episode I in 2021 in which five 
artists were appointed as film directors. The recent film production “Sin Wai 
Kin, A Dream of Wholeness in Parts (2021)” is touring for British Art Show 9 and 
nominated for Turner Prize 2022.  


